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Title: escu

Name: Nishimura Rioha

Abstract:

"Escu" is a sound-based installation piece located in four different areas within the MEDIA
PRACTICE 22-23 venue. Using a web service, three types of Al voices were created based on the
voice of Nishimura, which were then edited and combined to create the sound source. Speakers
playing the voices were placed in four different locations along the exhibition route of MEDIA
PRACTICE 22-23. All of them were staged to mimic the small speakers installed on walls and in
commercial facilities that are used to guide visitors. This work represents Nishimura's ongoing
experimentation on the relationship between installation art and the presence of characters. As the
project nears completion, his challenge was to create a character's presence in a way different from
using a flesh-and-blood human being. As a result, the concept of an "Al voice based on the artist's
voice™ was employed in "Escu”. Nishimura's voice and breath were deconstructed and reconstructed
as a bundle of features analyzed by Al, resulting in a narrative voice that is detached from the artist's
body.

The work also challenges the concept of the work itself as a character. The idea was to consider the
"character” not as the content of the work, but as the form of the work, and to refer to the work by
the character's name. Furthermore, it was made a condition for the character's existence that it be
installed as a work of art. Through these practices, the aim was to achieve a state in which being a

character and being a work of art are inseparable and overlapping.

Keywords:

Character, synthetic voice, installation, narrative, objectivity
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